
INTRODUCTION TO MASS 

29 MARCH 2020 

 

Welcome to our parishioners from St Bridget’s and from St Stephen’s and all 

those of you who have joined us through social media –  

 

First a few announcements: 

 

• Our Mass today is offered for Seamus Tully and Rachel Manning, Jo Busby 

and the people of the parish – and for all those suffering in any way because 

of the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

 

• We continue to remember in our prayers the repose of the soul of Olive 

Swift and prayers for Thomas and the family who are still grieving her loss. 

I know that many of you wanted to attend Olives funeral last Tuesday but 

weren’t able to. But we will have an opportunity to pay our respects when 

the pandemic restrictions are lifted in a memorial Mass which we will 

celebrate for the repose of Olives’ soul here at St Stephen’s. 

 

• Our prayers too today for Gloria Prendergast – who is very poorly at this 

time. My thanks to Fr David Heywood for attending to her at the care home 

in his parish this week. 

 

• The Raffle for the Easter Food Hampers at St Bridget’s was done during 

the week – they were won by John Abbott and Mary Stone. The other – 

non-perishable prizes – will be raffled at some later date. 

 

• Following the Mass today you may wish – through our parish website - to 

join me in a short video clip of rededication of England to Mary – recorded 

at the Lady Statue at St Bridget’s or the new Lady Shrine here at St 

Stephen’s.   

 

And so, we gather on this fifth Sunday in Lent – conscious that our Lenten journey 

has stepped up a gear. The statues are covered so our minds can be more focused 

on the Lord who calls us – even in this time of isolation – to come forth into new 

life. So, for the times we have shunned the Lord’s call – let us ask pardon and 

forgiveness. 


